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sourcing verified sustainable tropical timber in europe

12.5 
million ha

11% FLEGT-licensed

 * Primary timber products (roundwood, sawn wood, plywood and veneer).

According to FAO, more 

than 25% of the global  

population depend on  

forests for food and  

livelihoods

of tropical forest would 

be impacted if EU  

imports 100%  verified  

sustainable timber 

verified sustainable  
tropical timber  

import in eu

total eu imports*

1,473,000 tonnes
Equals an estimated  

2,300,000 m³ (product)

28.5%

flegt
licensed 
timber

green
building 
schemes

sustainable 
timber  
procurement 
policies

certification

sustainable tropical timber contributes to a.o. 

production areas

sdg 15 
Protect and 

restore terrestrial 

ecosystems

sdg 13 
Support  

climate 

action

sdg 12 
Ensure sustainable 

production and  

consumption

sdg 8  
Promote  

inclusive and  

sustained growth

  

sdg 1
Reduce  

poverty  

sdg 2
Improve food 

security and 

nutrition

of natural-semi-natural  
production forest area  
is certified in tropics  
worldwide (excluding 

 plantations)

1.6
billion people

6.5%

support responsible timber sourcing via:

verified sustainable  
tropical timber

These 7 countries cover app. 90%  
of the total EU28 imports of primary  

tropical timber products

Note: All % figures are mid-range of estimates. Sources: GTF and Probos

southeast asia 

6,689,000 ha FSC®/PEFCTM 

certified forest area = 9.9% of 

total production forest area

congo basin  

4,494,000 ha FSC®/PEFCTM  

certified forest area = 11.4% of 

total production forest area

latin america  

3,508,000 ha FSC®/PEFCTM 

certified forest area = 3.8% of 

total production forest area

5% 

32.5%
42.5%

12.5%

7.5% 

67.5%27.5%
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